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Preface

The constituent Societies of Construction Law which make up the European Society of
Construction Law contain a remarkably diverse range of members. These include legal
practitioners, both those who advise on contracts and disputes lawyers, academics and,
in some societies, other construction professionals such as engineers and architects, who
act as contract administrators or arbitrators. There are lawyers in private practice and in
government service.

To produce a publication that would be of interest to as many as possible of this constit-
uency has been a challenge, which explains the somewhat eclectic nature of the issues
raised in the twelve sets of questions. Meeting the challenge has required a very large
effort on the part of the contributors who wrote the text, the Editorial Committee, and
those responsible for editing and project management of the publication process.

The end product is not a practitioner text and by its nature cannot be relied upon as a
source of legal advice; there can be no substitute for a lawyer’s opinion. The contributors
have done their best to ensure that the responses are accurate and up to date; clearly, this
cannot be guaranteed.

What has been achieved is a collection of information about some of the most impor-
tant construction law issues which preoccupy the industry and the professions which
serve it. That collection extends to twelve legal systems across Europe.

Studies in European Construction Law is intended as a means of improving under-
standing of construction law principles in those systems. If comparisons are made, the
expectation is that similarities as well as differences will become apparent.

The ethos of ESCL is of willingness to learn from other traditions and experience. This

book is offered to those interested in construction law in Europe who share that will-
ingness.
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